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They are urged, nioreover, to go to the plulosephers therseles, w 
prove and supplement what must be the maasiegquacics al any iateahie- 
tian, Yet it is on this point that 1 niust express some disappomtuen 
with Professor Armstrong’s book. References are all tuo few. Tie anos 
book list. with its selective citations of warks au? rinsintins, deicly 
as tt is bound to be, dues mot give what the mere iparsitive stale 
must have if he is going to use the sources. Pertips fie aurher teired 
that references migliu pile up and be distasteftal ar spusd Whe continuity 
of the text. Without a doubt some and perlaps uimy readers wawid 
prefer the elimination of notes. But on this score 1 bike ta recail Etienne 
Gilson's reply in his Hétoise and Abélarcd: "Here. thee is it litte bouk 
full of notes. They are no ptedge of its style, bat thes ci ef ils Tanesk 

Judged on the criterion, that an introduction te the listary of jte- 
lasephy should bring reader and plilosopler tomether. Protessor Arie 
strong’s effort leaves something to be cdesiresl. Ee is at a lasak iar the 
research student nor does it challenge compurisen wath suet works 
as Copleston’s 4 ifistary of Pktlosophy, Phis ts, perhaps tu put it an 
the wrong level. But considered in the light of its special purgose, its 
really a noteworthy contribution, and if not uscdl as a cent oughe te be 
on the young philosopher's list of required reading. Ti can atse be ree 
ammended to the general reader as an excellent siryopsis of a complex 
but critically formative segment of western culture. Jt is ceceialie, ue 
obtrusively solid, understandable, written with comsidersdig cutlets. 
chary of controversy and a tribute tu the author's erinlinion aid Wnesters 
of the vast field. 


This is no more than what might be expected from a nui ot Protcs- 
sor Ariistrong’s background atd attainment. Since be rs not wet 
known in this country, perhaps | may conclude with a few items aboot 
him. An Englishman, born im 1900, he studiect at Jesus College, Cam- 
bridge, from 1928 to 1932, where he took his Master's degree m 153. 
After various teaching and research posts ut Canthridye and Switnsea, 
he was appointed to the chair of Latin Literature and Chissical Greek 
in the Royal University of Malta, which he held until 143, when he 
sutfered a bretkdown due to the siege conditions of 1942. At present 
Professor Armstraig is seaior lecturer in Latin at University College. 
Carctf. He has written The Architecture af the Iielligihle Umiaerse 
in the Philosophy of Plotinus (1940) and has contributed to Tiie Cleri- 
cal Ouarterly, Mur, The Downside Review, Dublin Keoicw, He las 
alsa dune some patristic studies on Augustine and St. Gregury uf Nyssa 
for the Bastern Churches Quarterly and Dentiuntcan Studies. He is mar- 
ricd, has five children and was received inte the Charch in 1932, 
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A gem is not appreciated until it i> eg out une prtishel. Phe 
twelfth chapter of the Apocalypse is sneha gem. dn Ube pitst dizcn 
years a great increase of interest anct ste has been devoted ta aw 
This interest sprang buth from the endenvar 1 asvertain the ev 
dence of Holy Writ ae the aligrina nt the A\sshiiplict! isp thie Ede ssate] 
Mother? and to a great extent fram the present das study of 
Marinlogy in general, Qtr problem is te ideutify dhe Workin sarin 
io find out the rearing ef die ebeepeler. 


LITERARY STRUCTION AND VON PENT G& PTR VISTCs 


‘Even from a literary pred of ytew, the twee chapter cu bbe 
Apocalypse has artistic Ialance: anc Deauty, Ut bs like cr drama in 
three acts. with the action moving swiitly, The cightecn verses uf 


1G. M. Perrelfa. CM.. “Sensi rurioku. delf Apc. 12" ia the. Phen... 
43 ($940), 215-22; A. Rivera, C.M.F.. “Irimicias ponam” et “Sagan matin 
apparuit” in Verh. Dum, 28 (1941), 113-22; 183-0: L. di Font, O.0-M. 
“interno a! setiso mariolog. deil’ Apoc. t. 12" in Vurtaanar. 3 £194L), 248-68; 
Ff, Sickenherger, “Die Messiasnmiter in 12 Kap. des Apok” in Theol. Quart, 
126 (1946), 357-427: J. EF. Bannefoy, OLRM. “Les interpretations ¢c- 
clestalog ues du ch, 12 de Ape”? a Mariani, & (1047), WS 222) F. Loytswe, 
i Jn "la Mediation Universelle de Marie in Maria, Etudes, L472. JM. 
Bover, S... "Marie, L'Eglise et fe Neuvel Iscaed on dria, Himes, 1, fads 
#4; D. Wager, OF. M.Crp., "Dik St. foley Seu ae Virgin Macy a Cilury it” 
8 CBG, IE (1949), 249-62, 392-405, 12 (P9801, 78-83, 1E5-A1, 202-300, 
W5-15; Ro Murphy, O40, “Allusion to Mary ia the Apeo.” in 7h. ated, 
0 (1949), 565-73; Do Unger, O.F.M.Cap.. “Cardinal Newnan and Apr 
a in Th. Stud, 11 (1950), 386-17. 

A cumprehensive bibliography is given in BAR, 125 (1031). ; 
Pertant of efpoc. 12 iv this revarct are: §.. tla Femsera, 5d. Assuntzione cll 
Maria nella S. Ser. ja Bibs, 2B C1947). A212; 1. Coppeus, “fa detinibitite 
= FAssomption” in diph. Pa. Raut, 23 (WATT. F711 Filingeasst, 5.4. 
“De defnifntitate Assump, BAM in Gres. 2¢ (2048s. 340 ML. Jugie. -4..4.. 
‘La Mort et PAssumption de fa S. Vierge in Sheil ce Pest 644 
“Asscrnption tfleda S. Vierge™ in Uarte. Ftiecdes. bk. 027-37: 1. Juairies, (hE ME., 
La ch, 12 de PAgoc., Fuit-i] altusian a iassuription ls” err fe Edasssa ate 
Passomption {Motitrerd: Fides, 1948}; G. Bissonette, “Uhw dweblilh ele. af the 
Apoc. atid our Lady's Assumption” i. Mariun Studies, 2 (1951), 172. The 
Holy Father confined himself to the foflowing staterecit rewarding wi pres be: 
| “The Schotastic Doctors have recagnizernt the Assumptian Gf che Nirgio 
Mother of Gnd as something signified, not oly in various fixgstres of the Od 
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the chapter fall neatly into three parts with six verses to each gars 
Act f fewerses 1-6). Brilltant is the vision with whiei: the act opens, 
It is a great symbohe sign or portent. Vhe seltiny ts heaven.’ 4 
Woman is engulfed in the dazzling davightuess of tne sun sel, 
as in a garment of ight her feet tread cm the moon.’ Sue is 
radiant with the celestial ornament ot twelve stars which Ferm ler 
royal crown. And she is Muther! That is the one cecupation men- 
tioned of her: child-bearing, with all the care and pain of ciel 
bearing, all the ardor and labor of bringing forth: “Ana ste was 
with Child and cried out in the pangs of birth and ia pani to be 
delivered” (v. 2). But at once another sign ar portent appears ut 
the scene: a great red Dragon. His color is oue ot fire and wat, 
his appearance one of wordly might and power.’ Seven heids he 
has, each one crowned with a diadem. Ten horns of power are upon 
those heads. But the occupation mentioned of him is that nf ruthless 
destruction, For “his tail swept down one-third of the stars of 
heaven and cast thern to the earth” (v. 4). 

Stars crown the Woman; stars are swept down hy the Dragon. 
The Woman is in the act of giving Hfe to the world: the Dragon 
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Testament, but also in that Woman clothed with the Sun, whom St. Inn 
the Apostle contemplated on the island of Patmos” (Afunijtcentissimics Leis, 
AER, 124 (1951), WW. 

*Ch J.-M. Bover, S.J. “El cap. 12 del Apac. y el 3 def Gen." in Estud. 
Eceles., § €9922), 319-36, 

1 The expression: év +B ptperg@ is used fourteen other times in the Apuc. 
aixl nowhere does m mean “on the heavens.” Compare 4:1, 8:1, 11-15, 11:19; 
12:7 f.; $2:10; 13:6; 14:17; 15:1; 19:5; 19:3; 19:14. This heaven is the 
abode of Geox. 

‘Clothed with a garment is the idea conveyed by: wepiBAnydvy as the 
parallels shuw: -fpoe, 7:9; 7:13; 10:1: 1b:3: 17:4; 18:16; 19:8: 19:13: 
Yalaweh is clothed with ight as with a garment: dvuPAddpevoy bos - 
(fs, 103 [104], 2+. 

Ufa NT, Careck: teraxdre Is interchanveable with pao, “under": (pac. 
$33; 5:13: 6:9. But in every tnatance where the entire expression tyraccre 
réy wedar is fount in Scripture, it has the meaning of subjection: fy. 6:7 
(alsa quoted iu sfeby. 2:8); Atel 4:3 (Hebr. 3:21); in Ps. 109 (LIM: 
troxagve is also used when quoted by Afark 12:36 in BW D, 28 (1542) sys 
gg cu. An apparent exception is Murkt 6:11, “Shake off the dust from berieath 
your fect.” But the fgare is evidently different, and Mati. uses é,, 

T[n Apoc. 6:4 the same adjective is used for the symbol of war. But its 
substantive wip is chieRy used in NT. to denote hell-fire. How this Dragon 
can said to be in heaven will be shown later, 


of 


—t°8 ao = * 


I sag ig tmeeemsmeaaets 


“THE WOMAN CLOTHED WITH ‘FIEE SU8 iGa 


isin the act of destroying a great part of it. Thos the aeo great 
fyures of this scene are usherel is, describe] separately at frst, 
as.just mentioned, but then immiecliately ie reicinn te each ather 
The Dragon is the sworn enemy of che Woman: “eva che Dragon 
dationed himself before the Woman who was about to be delivercd, 
so that when she was delivered he miglit clever her Child” (ve 4). 
Not satishied with destroying the third part of the huiyers, le 1s 
all cut to devour the Woman’s offspring. ‘Viiv chis liatred against 
the Wornan aud her Child? Why this clesire to mike in enicl aot 
the Child? The reason is given as the action proceeds. 

"Now the scene changes amd we are on earth, The Cluld is ua 
other than the Lord of the world: “And she gave birth te a son, 
a male,’ who is to rule all the nations with a roc of un; aac her 
Child® was caught up to God and Mis throne, “Vhen the Woeornn 
fled ta the desert, where she has a place prepared by Gael, that there 
they might nourish her for 1260 days.”'" Notice that witat is said 
ofthe Woman and her Child spells a twofold defeat far the Dragen, 
. namely, the failure to devour or harm the Child, for “he was caught 
up to God and His throne”; and the further failure to inflict harm 
onthe Woman, for she hid herself anid was cared for by God. 

-. That ends the first act. The Woman and her Child disappear 
. fiom the scene unharmed, wneanquered. No wonder the Dragan 
_ wanted to snaff out the life of the Child, for, with ail his pawer of 
- seven heads, ten horns and seven diadems, the Drayan was but a 
-usurper of world power. Here was the trae Lord of the wortd, 
- det LE (verses 7-12). Again the setting is heaven. Vhere is war 
- and a-battle: ‘And there was war tn heaven, Michael and his 
angels going forth to make war with the Dragon; and the Dragon 
‘aud his angels fought, and did not prevatl, nor was their place 
found anymore in heaven” (vv. 7-8). Why were they cast out? 
There is no offense mentioned, other than the one given in the first 
part of the first act, where the setting was also heaven, namely, 


- "Spencer translates “a Male Child. Tle Greek las fpexen ntiv, dpoen, 

- ¥Both here and in v. 4 the Greek hes ra zéxvor. 

. MA symbolic number. 1260 days is the sane amount of time as 42 nieinths 

re {Lt :2-3; 13:5} of 3 and a half years. This Jatter expression seenis to be that 
‘intended in 12:14: “a time [year] and times Jdual form of time. te. 2 vears} 

.. and half a time [half a year}, as we find it in the Aramaic part of Den, 

_. #25. Cf Strack-Billerbeck, Kommentar 2. NT. 4. 996 Ff. 
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the Dragot: had refused submisstan ta the J orb ai the workl, ie 
righthul heir of alt. 

But the action proceeds, The Dragan was cast dawii to the eurti 
Now the saereclh veriter tells us who the Toraven as: “He 1s the 
aviemt Serpent (4 d¢is 6 dpyates: Gen. 3:14.15 UNNI who i 
culled the Devil andl Satan, the deceiver uf the whrie work” fy. 
ffe will deceive men and btind them te the truth. 

There follows a hyn of vielory, samy ia hesaver. Ji sigs the 
downfall of Satan, and ihe trammpl af Gal's Adointed, tre Cheri. 
It sings further the triumph ef martyrs, whe. one with Chess, 
conquer the Pragon, namely, by choosing to die with Clirist in 
testimony of the trot: “They have cunguered hing [the Qragem| 
Fecause of the Blocd of the Lamb ancl because ol the utlerances 
af their testimeny. And they clang not te their life even when 
facing death’ {v, 11). Thus it was the death af the Leanh that 
enabled these martyrs to triumph over the deceiver of the work. 
But the voice from heayen continues: “Woe to the earth aml te 
the sea. Because the Devil has descended to you im great hary, 
knewing that he has but a short time’ (v. t2). A woe is pro- 
nounced on the earth, the third of the woes mentioned in 1):d4: 
“Lo, the third woe shall come quickly.”"!* 

Act EE (verses 13-18), Again the scene ts on earth and lie aciinu 
between the Dragan and the Wotnan is resummed, Now it is the 
Woman alone whe is the object ot his fury: “Aad when the Dragon 
saw that he was cast dawn to the earth. he went in pursuit al the 
Woman who had given birth to the sou, the male. And the two 
wings oF the great eagle were given ta the Woman so that she 
mieht Ay inta the desert ta her place, where she is nourished for 
a time. and times and hal? a tinie.t? away from the presence of 
the Serpent” {vv. 13-54). So the Drayon fails te harm the Woman 
beenuse she has Gad's speciad protectton, svinbolized hy the wings 
of the cagte (as can he inferred from for. Misty Ptews, 322914. 

A second attenipt is made by the Dragon-Serpent (the Dragon 
is now called the Serpent by the Sacred writer} to overthrow the 


11 fave. 8°14 mentions three woes to come upatt the earth. Two are pro- 
eHMced rs accomplished in 9:12 and 11:14. The third ts announced in 11:14 
and evideuily refers to the reign of the Beast (ch. 13). Thus dec. 12-17 
connects the chapter with the following scenes in ch. 74, 


Sve tote 10, spre. 
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Woman. Then the Serpent varited water foan his meauh ike 
a river after the Woman, that he oght cause her ta be varries 
away by the stream” (v. 13}. ‘Tins LNG heir Cites eegillin to TAL 
Wowatt and it is from the side of Une earth which opened ils meat 
and sucked up the river vionnited fram the mouth of the Serpent, 
So whatever may be tried, the Oragon-Serpemi was tolled. [be was 
unable (0 harm the Wornan who remained tuviolable sucunsi tus 
attacks. 

The nal action of the })ragaun in Lis chapter ts 1s tusitye ie 
wage war on the remainder of the Wouitin's offspring. Lhey are 
characterized as those who ulserve the commmancigats af ied ane 
hold the testimony of Jesus (v2 17).'" Chapter 12 cnet with the 
Dragon stationing himself on the shiery of the see te iivest wall 
his power and with his theotie and with all his authority the least 
which comes up out of the sea ich. 133. lay is very appear, 
‘the Beast is recognized as the Jragon’s offspring. 

: From this mere Hterary analysis certain points are clear, 
(t) The Dragon is Satan, who is the Enen to the ford of the 


world and tu the one whe bore the Joord af the wort. 


(2) The Lord of the world is, frst of all, Christ the Messias, St. 
John takes special pains to show that: 


. {a} He describes him with a quotation taken fram a psalm that 


is admittedly messtanic 4 “You sliatl rule the nations with 
a rod of iron” (Ps. 2:93, Far no one else lant the Messius 
; does the Old Testament chim such wordd-rulc, 

(b} In expleit terms this is expressed in Apocalypse 19 :11-16: 
“His Name is cafled Word of God... 2 Tle shail rule the 
nations with a red of iron... 2 He has upon Phs rehe anc 

upon His thigh a Name. King of kings and ford of Fords.” 

{ce} Tn order that no one wil miss the point, St. fohn inserts 
i OUT present verse (12:5) the word “all: “Ile shall tiie 
alt the nations with a red of irou.” There can be an reason. 


WM Observing the cominanmiments of Crock aged looldiag Rest tor the fesdsccloaty 


Of Irsus are the twa miarks by which cite cats tet] the sess of Seed according 
fo St. Julan’s own elaboratiir in f fod. 2-5. Seo alsa cipeo bU272. 


St. Jukn the Apnasile is author of the Agmculypse accorciny toe the tra- 
ditional view. CR J. Steinmucller, Conpenion ta Ser Stead. 3, T&S fe. Beat 
see also the article by P. Gacetiter, SJB. ier Ps. Need, & CLY4R), 419-52. 

IS [ts messianic character is frequently horne witness ta in the NTL: vfets 


4:25-8; 13:33: Heber. 1:5: 5:5. Such world atenininn was not fulfilled in 
- anyone but the Messias. 
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able doubt then, that the Woanaiss offspring is Clinst, the 
Messias, the Lord of the world aud wiiversal Ning. 

(3) The Lord of the world in this same verse alse lesignates the 

members of Christ's mystical body, Vins fullaws : 

(a) From the granunatical context: “Lhe Wonvor brings turth 
x son, aaale (uldr, dpoer). There ts no other mientian ue the 
Woman's bringing torth than this. Yer ws the saiue chapier 
that offspring (vidv, dpoev} is both tsclivicual atid collec- 
tive :'® individual, when it is desiynated as “the Cini” (1 
rexyov: ¥. + and v, 6); collective, when reterred te as “the 
renkunder of her seed” (Cot Acerol tow wmrépparos arryyt ¥. iT}. 
Thus “the Child” and “the remainder of her seed are bath 
included in the “son, the male” (viv, dpae) Gorn ot the 
Woman, as ford af the world.’7 

{b} Vhis alsa foliows from the parallel text of Apocalypse 2:27, 
where the members of Christ are given a share im the rule 
of the world: “To the victor and to him who guards mg 
words to the end, £ will give authority over Use aatiens, and 
he shail rule then with a rod of tron.” 

(c} It is hikewise the teaching of the earliest Fathers who com- 
ment on this chapter 12 of the Apocalypse. For St. Hip- 
polytus, the son, the male, is Christ the perfect man. Head 
and members.'® St. Methodius!® and Sr. Vieturinas af 
Pettau*" likewise. 


18 St, John must have meant to convey something by his deliberate use of - 


the singular +5 réxvoy twice (vv. 4.6), the general uigy, apuev twice (Vv. 
5.15} and the other collective terms: of Asurod (¥- 17}. The explanation 
given here does no violence to the text, but flows from it naturally. he 
Beloved Discipte surely knew the doctrine of the Mystical Budy for he wrete 
long after St. Paul, and moreover he has given us the same truth in the 
Vitue atul the Branches (Jahn 15). The Mystical Body of Christ is mat a 
figure of speech, but a reality, aul it can be described in different ways. 

'¥ The expression graney uidr, dpwer hearkens back ta Js. HO.7 | ésexev 
apgev) where the male child reters ta the New Israel, taken collectively. 
But see uate 44, mfra, 

t8 Hippedytos, 2¢ Anttchniste, 3 and 61; CGS Berot.; Hippol. 1, 2 pr. 6 
and 4] 7. The Enplish transiaizot in Roberts (Ante-Nicene Fathers, =, 204 
and 217) és inferior and tnexact in these passages. 

1 Methodius, Syanpesiat. 8, 4.1B; COS 85, 18 ff.: Roberts 6, 346, 

4 Vieterinus, In Apoc.; CSEL 49, 113; MG 5. 336. It will be interesting 
to see what the recent microflratrtg of manuscript both on Mt. Sinai and 
iu the Vatican ibrary brings tw light with regard to this and similar points. 
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(4) The Woman gives birth to Christ. Thead aust member, wat 
one-and the same act. Who is this worn, tic cliect ad “;.tsh11 8 
tury, decked out as Queen of the Heavens, mi she preat inves id 
Motherhood in order tu give to the werk! its righatal lei aut king, 
ant what role has she ta tlay at this paneture of the apocaly rite 
visions, placed as she is hefore the reign uf tie lgeast i chapter 13 
From the foregoing is tiot the immpression receives that sie sa 
concrete and individual personality 2 What prevents Ws ron SURES 
that the Woman symbatizes the Llessed Muther : 


OBJECTIONS TO THK WOMAN'S SYMIOLIZING MARY 


Formerly it was a frequent objecticn Unt the Hlesceiplion of the 
Woman is incompatible with the Bless Mother. Tiere are thie 
chief points : 

First objection: the birth-pangs. Several, satisfacbirs  siduetis 
can be given to reconcile the hirth-piangs with the Virgia-sathee 
who suffered no such birth-pangs in hiringing forth Christ, the 
Messias: 


(1) To be born in pangs of birth (odie) does nn necessarily 
refer to physical pangs of child-beaving. St. Vaul tells the Galatians 
(4:19) that he is in the pains of clikd-birth again (adive) siti 
Christ be formed in them. But he cannot mean the physical pangs 
of child-birth. In Romans 8:22 he says that all creation groans 
and agonizes untit now Cave o'trw)}. In loth cases there 1s a question 
of sufferings in general or sufferings of soul. 


(2) Likewise the expression “te be in pain to be delivered” 


(fecawfe) is used in the New Testament either fur physical or 
spiritual suffering ** Thus the picture of the Woman in the throes 
of child-bearing can represetd spiritual sufferimgs, cares and anxie- 
ties, or even persecution, In Jerentias 30:6 it is a synibal of the 
sufferings af exile. For the earliest Pathers** it i the symbol of 
persecution or of the anguish of intense desire. 


211n Maid. 8:6 it is physical: “Lerd, my hay 1s lying in the house paralyzed 
itt dreadiul agony.’ in 2 Fret. 2:8 it is spiritual: “Lot. that just nim, had nis 
upnght soul tormented from day to day with tke hiwless domes of the 
people.” The same expression (Sacarif{ar! ts tound tour more tithes in adddi- 


dion in the Apoc, but cach time it ts used ior tarmests in gencral (9:5; 11-10; 
"14:10; 20-10). 


-22 St. Hippolytus, Le, consisters it a picture of the persecution under Anti- 
christ; St. Victorinus, a picture uf the anguish of desire of the ancient church, 


' 49 bring forth the Messias. 


—. 
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Consequeutly the picture cum represent the universal Mathes in 
her anguish of desire to bring forth Christ mn the hearts af all mes, 
or the spiritual sufferings which were the price of ALetnerhon! al 
the whole Christ. 

Second objecton: The Woman has other clutleen (+ 17) and 
this is said to militate against Mary's perpetual vingdniity. Vt is sur- 
prising that this objection ts still nace today? Joven a supect. 
cial examination of the use of the word Gffspring Cerméppat tl 
Seripture shows that it can stand bath fur pabysieal offspring ul 
carnal descent, and far those whe are burn ia spiritual nianner ot 
someone, In Cuilatians 3:29 Abpratand’s cifsprvingpr ferrdgaya baie 
the Gentiles who heleve. amd this become the spiritiml sais 
Abraham, but are uot his suis by carta descent. Seriyrure speaks 
of the seed of Satan, the Serpent (Gear. 3:tS) cus of che seed ot 
God (f John 3:9). So ia Apocalypse 12:17, tac, there eas be a 
question of the spiritual progeny of the Woman amd hence the 
dogina of Mary's perpetual virginity would be Jef intact. 

Third objechou: The Woman in chapter 12 is a symbel. ifence 
it cannot refer to an individual. This statenseit is not borne ont hs 
the Scriptural use of a symbol.’ The Lamb in Apovalypse 5 wth 
seven barns and seven eyes is a symbol and yet it surely does refer 
to Christ the individual (see also Dean, &:21-22). 

fourth objection: The Apocalypse is written lang afier Mary’s 
departure from this earth, Accarding to its athor it is a prophecy 
(22:18) and consequently cleais with the future, “Phus it ennuot 
rejer to things that happened to the Blessed Mother in the past. 
A proper uuderstanding of the nature of the apocalyptic books 
satisfies this objection. Such books were commou in the centuries 
nnmediately preceding the Christian era. Symbols were nsec ta 
signify events partly accomplished and partly to be fulfilled. The 
Apocalypse itself gives evidence of this, The Lanih in 3:6 is de- 
pietect as slatn. and vet is about to execute the contents af the 
select seroll. “Phe angel tn 17:9 has the sane to say abrut the 
severt heads of the Beast: “Five are fallen, one is, and dhe ather 


“8 Boo among others, A, Wikenhattser, Ofenbarusg des fuhannes ( Reyens- 
burg, 1949), p. 82. These same authors, however, do take the phrase as 
spiritual progetiy, for they speak of the “spiritual progeny of the Church” 
Wherein then fies the difftertty of considering these children as the stricitual 
progeny of Mary? 
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is not yet come.” Chapter 12, then, can refer ta pasi events in 
Mary's life and still be prophetic of samething i the Suture. 

Fifth objection: The detail ct the Aight dein the desert tor 1260 
days does not fit the Blessed Mather. Yor vis it may be said that 
it could be a literary device of the wuthor i: express the Wornar’s 
exeniption from al} diabatical irlience. Moreover, alsa toov a 
historical standpaint, it is mot incompatible with tie fife of Alary, 
even vi nothing is known iv correspond ty 1. 


Rad paver sey ‘is 
detail will be taken up further on. 


Far fram the description of the Wornas Getrag iicernpatihle with 
the Blessed Mother, it tends itself aduirably te saw uutuber of triths 
of Mariology: (1) Mary's fulluess of divine graces tiwl wifta, sya 


bolized by being clothed with Chiviss, uhe Laight ot thie word. 


(2) Her exalted position in heaven where the entire body of ihe 


elect form her crown of glory, twelve being the tmuimber tor unt- 
versality. (3) The divine Motherhood of her whose Sou is Aes: 
sias, Universal King aud Son of God (yo 33. (4) Spiritual 
Motherhood of the faathnl by reasaa of which atic suffered the 
birth-pangs of Calvary long before it became a reahity (Linke 2:35). 
-(5} Her complete exemption from all diabolical infiaence si as to 
remain unconguered by Satan in every way. 

Yet the minds of many remain unconyineed that alf this is any- 
thing more than apt accorninodation. It dues ant prove sufficiently 
that the Holy Spirit, the author of Seripture, dateaded the Wonkn 
tes symbolize the Jslessed Mother, so that such ts the true serip- 


tural sense of the symbol. We iast proccel fisther, thea, with 
our study. 


IS MARY INTENDED BY THE HOLY SPIR(T EN THE LITERAL SENSES 

It mist he kept in mind that chapter 12 is a revelation given by 
God to St. John ina vision. Morenaver, the Apocalypse is a prophecy 
(22:18), The Seer deserihes the symbolic vision as clearly ay he 
can, but the full meaning of it is known to hint aby if if pleases 
Ged to make it known (cf. Plane. 70. Ciet's suieanine of the 
symbol in question, if ner given by che sacred writer, wil! five 10 
be ascertained by ruling out whatever the analogy of Faith siws to 
be incompatible with ihe symbol; and at the same time by apply- 


ing the other norms of Catholic exegesis {either literary or doc- 


trinal as laid down by Pitts NIT in Divine affente Spirity) if they 
help clarify the issie. 


a > 
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FACLUDING THE LNOUAPPATL iY 


(I) The Woman is not the fsrael of the Cld Pesiaaient, latin by 
ttseff. Some authors cantentech thanacives wiht saving: "The 
Wonan is the Chasen People of God, Fsrael, represented as a 
single person. From Israel the Messias sprang according in the 
fiesh amid heayy birth-pangs.” The folhawing reasuis militete 
agaist such an aSSUITIption, 

{a} israel can never be said te da muther both ot Chest qv. bi 
and of Christ's followers or members (¥. [7)}. Jf ciregimeiston ant 
the Law were necessary for Christiuis, as same carty Judaizers 
advocated, this view conld have some backing, Gut just the appe- 
site is the case. Not by any connection with Juudartsmi or the Syia- 
goxue did one become a disciple of Christ, but by J3aptism, an 
entirely new institution of Christ. And in becoming a stember 
of Christ in Raptism, one by no means became a member 9! 


Israel. israel, then, is not the Woman who begets Christ the Head 
and itis members.*" 


(b> A picture of a woman in birth-pangs may well represent 
israel amid many sufierings giving the Messias to the world, but 
the glorious Woman in v. t is poles apart from the reality of 
unfaithful Israel with her many failures and transgressions as the 
prophets depict her for us (cf. fs. 14-6; Ez. 16; ete.). 


(c) Israel was never mother to Christians {v. 17). She per- 
secuted them from the very beginning of Christianity. 


(ad) Israel’s whole purpose was to give the Messias to thy: world. 
If John had Israel in mind, his emphasis upon the Woman after 
the birth of the Child (vv. 13-17) Is meaningless, To wnagine that 
it refers to a special protection of Ged for the unbelieving Jewish 
people in the Christian era does not At inta the picture.* 


2¢ These reasons are stinnnarized from the excellent article of J, F. 
Boannefoy, as mentioned in note I, Attention can also be called to thu: fact 
mentiaued above. Hat this mother, by ane and the seme act ef mothechand, 
gives berth to buth the personal Cheist and the members of Carist. which can 
never he said of Israel. CR also J. Lortzing, “Die innere Bezichunug zw. 
John 2 and Offb. 12° in Theol. x. GL, 29 (1937}, 509 FF. 


25Cr M. Meinertz, TAcalegic des N.T. (Ronn, 1950), p. 329. A different 
angle is tu consider the Wotnan as the Church at the end of time when 
Israel shall have cure inte the ial. This will be taken up further on, 


THE WOMAN CLCOTHED WILE THE SUN ve 


{2} The Woman ss not the Christian Church frunded fy OXrist. 
taken by itself. 

(a} The Church may well be depicted as the mother at Chris. 
tians, the members of Christ, tut never of the versal OCligist 
Himseli. It is certain that the Womens's Child ie x. 3 i. includes 
the personal Christ, so it is againet all the rules of aymbboatisar en 
designate as His Mother the very institution tut Jie founded. 
which is tather symbolized as the New dive coming turth from 
His side on the cross. The Church is the Spouse of Jesus Clirst. 
-{b} Nor can we simply say that we dinve here a Agure ar speech 
which is elastic, First of alt, a figure vf speech ts net wiertical with 
a symbatic vision. Moreover, a figure of speech has tr correspond 
to the rules of thought. Would anyone ever Uank of cailiug the 
United States of America the mother ot George Washington - 
Likewise it is incorrect to call the Church the Mlother of fesus. 
(3) The Woman is not the persomfed Peaple of Ged, the Com- 


| munity of the Just of both Testaments, both faihful fsract ont of 


which the Messias took flesh and spiritual Israel, the Church, can- 
sidered as one. This is St. Augustine's interpretation, wlio hotds 
that the Woman is the City of God from the just Abel down to 
the last Saint; anc it is the opinion of several notable authors 
today.2* 

° Against this we must note the following. Nu one doubts that in 
heaven the just of alt times forim one Peaple of God, one Kingdom 
af God and His Christ, one Communion of Saints; no one cloubts 
that the People of God in the Olid Testament can well be repre- 
sented by the symbol of a woman {as in the prophets and that the 
People. of God in the New Testament can well be represented hy 


he figure of a woman (as in St, Paul and the Fathers of the 


Church). But it is quite another thing to say that the same identical 
symbol can represent at the same time both the People of Cod in 
the Old Testament and those of the New Testament tf their so- 


- journ on earth. Their images are related to each other as type and 
antitype, figure and falfillment: they have a different origi, or- 
_ ganization, program of action, extension nm tine arte place, and tt 


“@FE. B. Alla, O.P., St. Jean, / Apocalypse €Paris, 1933}, pp. 193 ££: A. 


» Gelin, Lo sainte bible (Paris, 1944), 12, 620; A. Wikenhanser, ep. cif., p. 823 
. M. Meinertz, ep. cit, p. 329: F. Gigut, OLR. Westeninsier versio te the 


Apec.; R. Murphy, of. ct/., p. 569. 
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is <lificult to see haw they can be blended together aucer one aul 
the same symbol. If the observations catering the cide dpeer bedt 
guod, as was explained earlier in the Bterary analysts ul Apocaivpse 
12, namely, that the Worian is Mother sngiancoualy eT Wie per- 
sonal Christ and Lis members, the Woukus is net the Conminats 
of the just af beth Testaments.** 

(4) The Woman is not Mary. taken alone. Despite the dact that 
the symbolic vision of chapter 12 has been shawn to carrespsand to 
many ituths of Mariolugy, an adequate cAxpkanation ot the fight 
inta the cesert for 1260 days (vv. 6 and 14) is tot fereheouming. 
This detail evidently connects the chapter wilh the foreguing 
(21:2-3) aud the following chapter (13:55. Fe brismes as te the 
final pnssibiltty, 


TITE WOMAN iS SIMULTANEOUSLY AN INIJFVIDCAL 
AND A COLLECTIVITY 


lf we examine the symhols in the book of Danict we fil that 
they allow a certain amount of fluctuation im the objects they sym- 
bolize. Not that they fluctuate between designating various ebyects, 
hut rather between a collective body and the chicf representative 


of that collective body. The golden head of the statue in 1auel 


2 refers to Nabuchodonosor in person and at the sawic time, the 


tabylottan JEnipire in its entirety **% The two-herned ram i ckap- 
ter 8 (vv. 3 and 20), according to the tenor of the angel's ¢x- 


“7 Does not the metaphar of the olive tree (Alam. 1E:16-17) preve that oe 
and the same symbol can sytobulize both Ole and New Covenants simul 
tanwously? I do not think sa. A real difficulty is encountered in umilerstanding 
the root to be Abraham and the patriarchs. De facto, the branches do ava 
derive Hhuir holiness from Abraham but from Christ. Abraham's holiness is 
bkewise ceived from Christ. Onty after the Incarnation and the refusal of 
the Jewish nathan to accept Christ was Lhat nation rejectect Clearporacily) 
anti the “branches cut alf," It is Christ, then, who is the rout that sanclifes 
the whule tree, if the branches are grafted on it, The olive tree, aol) be 
wexther metaphor for the Mystical Body of Christ as Origen already sacted 
ie his Commentary ta Romans, 8, 11 (ALP 14, 1193). But the opposite view 
prevails taday. See M. Hourke, -f Study of the Mfevtaphar of the Ollve Vree 
{Waslungton, D.C, t947), 

28 Daniel tes Nabuchadonosor that the statue he saw in the dream nad a 
head of gold, hreast and arms of sthver, ete. (2:32-343. But Daniel himself 
pave the literpretation: ‘“Fhou att a king of kings, Nabuchedunosor, Tho 
art the head of gold, But after thee shall rise up another kingdom, inferior ts 
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planation, symbolizes the Medo-Versian Erapire al at the same 
tme its chick representative whe fought the Greeks, Sinthily 
with the he-goat in the same chapier. ‘Ube son of man in chapter 7 
symbatizes both the Holy One of Isvacl aud Phis people. Ure laaiy 
enes Of God (vv. 14, 21, 27}. In all these cases God fatends d to 
wmbohze hath the collective body anc its ciel representative by 
one and the sate symbol, ane in hinth cases we are cloaking with 
the Scriptural sense of the symbol, There need he ne question of 
a double Hteral sense, far the ecllective body cud its chief vepre- 


sentative do nat farm two diverse aliects, hut one organic unity. 


They really are one. 


Let us apply this to Apocalypse 12. The Woman sigeihes an 
individual and no other individual can be twveant bus Miu, for 
Alary alone became Mother shuvltanecousty of tie pecsmial Christ 
axl of thase who are His members3! The Wotan sigiiites, at 
the same timue, a collective badly that is organically pone with Mary. 
namely; the Church, which is born of Mary. and is traty the trait 
af her womb, and of which she is truly Mother and ideal This 


ee oe ee ee ee ee ee —— —_——- ee: —_—s 


thee, of silver, and another of brass. ete.” (2-37-40). But several kings sac- 
teeded Nabuchodonosor hefore the Babylonian “kingdom” was succeeded hy 
another “kingdom.” Yhus Nahuchodonosor alene could uot have heen sym 
bolized by the head of gould, but rather the Enupire with him as its mest 
important representative. This fluctuations bas heen welb demonsiritedt by 
M, Gruenthaner, S.J, “The Four Einpires of Daniel a C180. 8 (1946), 73. 
See also .¢poc, 17-9 for a double signification af a symbol (Coafret. Caururest, 
p. 671). 

That the Son of mar symbolizes Christ ts evideat tree the world) power 
that is fulfilled only in the Messias (7:14; foute, 1:54%. 
- The detmands of the comtext corrabmrate this explanation of the syinbol. 
iny if thy Dragon and the Male-child signify, frst af all imiivichiils, so 
should the Woman. 

4In the same huh besom of Eis asost chaste Mother, Christ teak to 
himself flesh, and anited ta himself the spiritual duxly formed fy those wae 
were to Believe in dicen. “Vhberefore, all we wie are united te Chirist . . . have 
issutd from the womb of Mary dike a hades gifted te dis each Hence, thous 
in a spiritual atut mystical tastien, we are alt childrest ui Mary ated she ys 


mother of us ali?’ Bl Pius N.oda fleur ld (ofS S. 3h {L0BS-49 4, 455. “Our 
Savior was constituted the Head of the wlidke biniin Farnidy i the wamb 
of the Blessed Virgin.” Pius XII, Agere: Corporis (NCW ed, pp. 19). 
_ ®2 The intimate relations af Mary anct the Churcti is ser iorth by M. Schee- 
ben, Hee Dugmateek, 3, n. 1331; tdem, Martefony (Herder, 1947), 1, 211; 
- 2,66 f.: also hy BD. Unger, in €.8.@., 12 (1950), 447 &.; G. Montane, S.M,, 


_o 
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double signification of the symbo! of the Worn was aireatly con 
sidered common view in the fifth century in the Wes! and 4s 
represented by a steady line of interpreters down ws our pwn day" 

Yet U think that the Woman ¢ Mary} represents ssmetiing wore 
than precisely the Church in general here, ated {hit is uke Charch 
in its final stage of perfection on earth, wher the ideal of the J'er- 
fect Woman which God always had in wind, bas worked seit 
out perfectly in the Church, namely, when the Chatrel of the Coa- 
summation has acquired the full likeness of ihe Ideal Virgin- 
Mother. I say the Church in its final srage on carth, for that bs 
where chapter 12 fits into (he Apocalypse, to wit! “when te 
mystery of Gord achieves its full perfection, in the diys of the vatce 
af the seventh angel, when he is about to sound” (10:7; ib :15}. 
That, however, is bound up with the return of Israel to Chisi 
(ch. 11}, at the time of the Antichrist (ch. 13).* 


ae ©: oat — ees coe —— - —rre ———— = —_—— 


“The Concept of Mary and the Church of the Fathers’ in <i A, 123 ¢€1950), 
331-7. An excellent article dealing with the patristic treatment of this theme 
js that of H. Rahner, S.j., “Die Gottesgeburt™ in Z. f. K. fa, 59 £1933). 
333-418. 

34 "There is na ane of you who doesn't know that the Wornan sigmilies the 
Virgin Mary who bare our inviolate Head, hetsclf inviolate, who also showed 
forth in herself the ideal of Holy Church, sa that as she remained a Virgin 
through giving birth to a son, so also the Church brings forth his mieiwbers 
throughout all time, bat does not Jose her virginity.” (Brew Rom, Vig. 
Pent. Lect. 3); words of St. Quodvultdeus c. 450, or a contemporary oi his 
(De symbole (ATPL, 40, G61]}. The wording of this testimony argues for a 
Taiher general acucptance of this view at that time. As to the Fathers is: the 
East, Epiphanius (who spent 50 years in Falestine} comments atready in 
the middle of the 4th century on Apoc. 12, and takes it for granted that che 
Womau signifies Mary (fHaeves., 78, 11 [AJPC, 42, 7367}. Airey ot 
Cacsarez (between 500 and 600) also testifies that some before fain) inter- 
preter the Woman to be Mary, but because of the “birth-pangs” he diaseil 
prefers to hold the view of St. Methodius (¢. 312) that the Church is nicant 
(MPG, 106, 320}. These facts show that the patristic testimony of the 
Marian witerpretaten is ot at all so late as some would have us think, but 
rather quite eariy. 

44 The histary of this tradition is given by H. Rahner, of. ext., pp. 397 it: 
tac mute comprehensively by A Rivera in Verb, Dow, ZE (1941). sail 
more <etailect by 1, Unger in €.8.0., 1949-1956 {see note 1, supra). That 
the Watnan refers fo Mary and the Church is held by far more authors 
than is generally supposect. 

ts The most aticient patristic commentary on ch, 12 is that of St. Hip- 
palytus (1 237), foc. cit., who is very clear in stating that the Woman rep- 


- picture: It is the Grand Finale of the Kangide 


Charch contemporary with St. Tobn.™ Chapters 


—— 
———— 
Poe: 


Few : eee ; 
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and th 

: ej 2 ; 
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THE WOMAN CLOTIJED WT: 
, THE MEANING O48 CHAPTER TWELVE 
The salient features ul chapter t?P can now Se pusilitest mut. [aut 
first of all let us recal] that chapter 12 and 14 are fitinndely ¢@ne 
nected (cf. 12:6; 12:14; 13:5). 47 chajguer is is de reign at the 
Beast, then chapter 12 is the setting at the stage fur dhac evens. 
And in that capacity, chapter 12 his 4 wile perspevllve. Prophecies. 
and eschatological prophecies i particular, often reed Hie first 
and last phase of a given reality omto me aml the sae Bela uf 
vision, the intervening interval being ptizscd ever. ‘The praphet 
joel gives us a good example ef this when Dang and rhe sae 
vision he describes the first anc the Tas p 
era" Gur Lord dees the same i ibe esclabigeigal pererphay nt 
the doom of Jerusalens and the doom wi the wntla Sue BH 
which has been characterized as une first aud [let phase ef phe 
coming Judgment. 


The Apocalypse, interpreted eschatelogicaelly, 
aa re Crark om carth, thie 


hase of the Musstianic 


pives thin, same 


mosaic BP so 8 ; S aean e 
of all prophecies in a flual synthesis? Chapters 1-3 are the 
phase of Christ’s Kingdom on earth, the Sun of an wi the 


mids eT 
dst of the seven Churches, dictating the seven letters f the 
4-20 is the fast 


coution of Antichrist. In the above 
the Weonrtan ficnw ingether, 


rage ati that (in both Fiasl and Wrest) designates the Woman as 
the fae of ri raost ancient that designates the Woman as the Chureh at 

‘4 Joe) ie nate 
ima (Hebr. 321-5) » “And it shall came to pass after this that 
shall wake: my Spirit on all flesh: and yore sans and yur daughters 
and fire — .,. and T wit show wearders nt benves « and in earth, blood, 
before: the Raid of smoke, The sum shall be suried into darkness . + + 
216-21) cat Aas dreadful day of the Lord can.” st. Peter (tects 
when, the Sag es these wards af Jock were fuifiled on Pentecost day, 
1 Ie is bidet ase of that prophecy wes iisbfiliecl. 
y of note that at the very opening af the Apocalypse (1-8) 


ottr Lord * , te 
says: “E am the Alpha and Omega,” which means { am tic first 
Is this a clue piven fo 


ling ta the patiertt 
- Christ's Kingdom on 


Tesents : 
sents the Church at the time of the pers 


Church is proven irom 
“Churches at the end 
ie early Fathers. 


Re Th 
at the seven Churches represent the upiversal 


of tach ae 
pramise (2:7, etc.) amd from the conviction af t 
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fhase ot Christ’s Kingdom on earth, the Lamb executing the decrees 
of the sealed scrofl, dew ty the last trampet souusl of the seventh 
angel, the third great woe, which is the reigu of the persesal Anti- 
christ (the first Keast) tm chapter 13.4% 

Yet just before that scene unfolds before the eves oc the Seer, 
another vision js intraxluced which gives the Inickeround and the 
deeper reason far chapter 13, It is that af the Won ane treget 
tt their implacable enmity, seen 1 vision aceordiag tu the avnig 
frophetical patters, of the first and fast phase. 

The very first phase when God tnatalded Mis ineHable uaystery 
af Mary, the perfect Woman, and hee Pivine Cdéspring before bie 
gaze af the angels, and Setiaa refused to bow (vv. 1-4). The very 
fast phase of that enmity when the mystery of God achieved is 
full perfection (10:7 and 11:15% in the Marian Church af the 
Consummation. which, as dhe perfect doutde of the Virgin- Mother, 
brings forth the man chit in great sufferings, by begetring Israel 
in the laiter days as members of Chrtst: and for these very reasons. 
the object of the Full wrath and fury of Satan (vv. §-0). 

Tt shows us also the first and Jast phase of the defeat of Satan: 
the frst phase when his pride was punished by his being thrown aut 
of heaven (vv. 7-9); the last phase when he is defeated by the 
humility anc! faith of the martyrs ander Antichrist, whe ly down 
their ives with the Crucified Lamb, whose death spelled Satan’s 
defeat on Calvary (vv. 10-12)-19 In both the first and the last plrse 
St. Michael the Archangel plays an important role (see Dan. f2-1)- 

And finally it shows us the first and last phase of the Victory of 
the Wonian and Child. The frst phase is the prodigy af the Virgin 
Mother and the Divine Child inviolable against all the cunning and 
attacks of Satan (¥. 6). The last phase, the prodigy of the in- 


39 Today af ts generally aidaattied that this Beast is not merely ie pirat 
Reagan TEmypire. fat alsa the personal Antichrise ac) bis empire of the hatter 
days. Again we have the application of the principle of tirst and Iasi phase: 
Antichrist in the first phase of Christ's Kingsland oan earth fthe pavan 
Roman Eeupire}, and Antichrtst in the last phase of that Kingdon (personal 
Antichrist and his empire}. 


When prophecy focusses various events ana field af vision, chronolegical 
seqecuee is knewn to he neglected in many cases. The satne can hiald gone 
here. Vi the woe inv. 22 is mentioned after the victory of the martyrs in v. 1t. 
it does tut follow that such is the order of things in time. Prophecy simply 
shows the connectiat between cvents. 
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yidlable Mattan Chureh of the Cenismznimation, aster the retart ot 
Israel, miraculously protectect dy Geet from barn cuir the rego 
af Antichrist, a5 was Israel ef adel dn Feypt cia Gilt: W23; 
12:13).44 This is the fight of the Wurnari tito the desert évv. 
6, 13-16), Once the Reelemption lias heen geermaplisiiest, Clivist ts 
tdentifed with Lis members anct Mary wich the Choreh. tis crew 
does seem to satisfy best the vardenis details ct chapter 72. 

The glorions Woman ai chapter 12 is the Bleasee) Moetther ui Codd 
and our Mother, clothed with Christ, the Light. Queen af te 
Universe, Conqueror over all her adversurics, Goil’s chase: icheal 
for ail the redeemed,?? the stun of salwudion for the sous ad Case, 
the sign of defeat to Satan and ficlh Tire ever Blessed) Mary syne 
lolizes simultaneously fin this picture} Geat’s pradigy ot Une buter 
times, the Church modelled an the Ideal Mother, giving inetl te 
Israel as members of Christ, protected by God from the fury ol 
Satan in the impencting reign of Antichrist, when the musiery of 
God has achieved its full perfection. 

Throughout the Scriptures, the Woman an@ her Child are the 


. prodigy of Gad, the sign of mar's supernatural salvation anc divin- 


vation: That explains the fury of Euciler iat heaven (fhe. 12:3) 
in his refusal te agree to this plan of Gad. At the very niment 


that .he had defeated cnar first parents, the procigy of the Weaan 
and Child was proclaimed ta Satan to be his eventual undoing 


and defeat (Gen, 3-14-15). Sitnallinicously the Wouri anc Chic 


_were the sign of salvation and vietory given ta mankinil, the ohiject 
of their faith and hope antif the sign hiecame a rechty, Phousands 


of years later, when (ind’s own people were on the brink of 


41 Worthy of note is Vieterinas of Petiac'’s iaterprefation, foc. cif, Por hire 
the 144,000 who were sealed fram harin by Giak (7 4) are identical with the 
Woman protected fram harm in ch. 17:44. [eis rematkable that the 1444106 
turn up again after ch. 13 as sharers of tke Lamb's mame and power in 
I4.1-5. 

42,As God's chasen tdeal for His family on carth, Mary is alsa the feteal 
Israel, She summed up in herself all the perfeetuiun of the Ol Trstament 
saints. CE J. Fontan, “Reina Patriarcluirum”’ in cif, 1227 (4950). 146-9; 


idem, “Our Lady Queen vf Prophets’ in 2A, E24 €F93L0, 3R1-6; J--M.- 
 Bover, S.J., “Marie, L’Figlise et le Nouvel Israet," op. cit. For anather in- 
+: teresting angle of this ideal represetuation see J. Welserscheimb, S.f., “Das 
: Kirchenbild der griecheschen Viterkommentare" in Z. f. &. Th.. 70 C2948}, 
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spiritual biukrapicy mucder King chaz, ihe sane prodigy at the 
Woman and Cluld was soawir toa Psties cy a giterantes ot Con's 
plans far this people Cis, 7il4i. Micheas. te saw Hie a sniler, 
For him it was the Great Mather tor wheat all were acim tus 
she bring forth (Wiel, 3:12}. Nour were these the only paraphets 
who were given to see the prodigy of (iol, at it was [avubeth 
who, uuder the impulse of the Haly Spirit, rpeeognized the prceligy 
mt reality, and proclaimed with a loud voice: blessed carl than 
unong wamen and blessed ts the fruit of thy wrante (fishe betes. 
And every child of God on earth repeats (ut pliruse Ucutly. 
fsaias and Micheas saw the procligy te vistate berore it lweiie 4 
reality. Bath recogrized a true Child and a true Sbother Care Malt. 
1:22). Aker the vision had been fullilled. after the heseinption 
had been accomplished. after the Virgin- Berth of Chirist cired ihe 
divine Motherhood of Mary had been clearly set forth an the tons- 
pels of Matthew and Luke, the pradigy of the Wenn abl Child 
was seen again in vision, this for ihe jast tuue, by the Reinved 
Disciple. Was it nat a psychological necessity for han to recognize 
the Woman and the Chill, the same prodigy of God, the same 
sign uf supernatural salvation? #at naw from another angle. Now 
Calvary is past. Now the Wuinatt can be seen in her great rule 
of Mother of all the living, the role which wed her to suffering.” 
Does St. John need to tell us whe she is, after he fras derougst 
out the similarity with Genesis 3:15 so strikingly ?*" And as if to 


14Cf A. Mullaney, OP. “The Mariology of St. Thomas” in AAR, 123 
(1950), 197. 

44 The foundation for this assertion is v. 9, an undeniable reference to Venu, 
3215, Other points of identity are too evident ta be avertooked. Nevertlicies. 
I, Patrier, O.F.M., of. cit.. thinks that St. folin ts not referring Wo Gen 3-15 
hat to 7s, 66:7 in this chapter: “Before she was in travail she brouy st forth, 
before pangs came upon her she gave birth to a man-child” (Kissane, fxasus!, 
St. John is referring undoubtedly to 7s. 66:7 also. But [et us remeinber that 
#5. 66:7 ceysets a virgin-hirth for the mat-child as Kissane notes very 
clearly; “Before she travaited. The subject is not Sion, but indetinite {4 
woman) and there is an impticd comparison of Sion 10 a woman whe cives 
birlir tv a san without having to cudure the pains of child-birth’ (fsaiay, 2. 
3247, lrenacus pitnself used this text of Fsaias ta prove the Virgin-birth of 
Christ: Quoting fsaius 66:7 Irenaeus continues: "Thus he showed His 
berth) frsim the virgin was unforeseen and unexpected” (The Demonstrations 
of <pastahe Preachiy, translated by J. A. Robinson [New York, 1920], 
p. 118), Thus both fsaias 6677 and Apoc. 12:4 give us the same picture: 
Gecl’s prodigy, the wonderful rebirth of Israel from a Virgin-Mother, 


Te a ee ee. 
Le pee ea 
2 rf 


“ THE WOMAN CLOTHED WIith TiTE st eo 


forestall all doubt, he wail tell us who sti is, inthe very bust Gh is 
great writings, the Gospel (far the Guspel is written salen flue 
Apocalypse}. There he will show us Gse Miather at al the fyi, 
the Mother of the sons of Goal. Christ Ifimescl® ethes Siri wana i 
Behold, this is thy Mother” (fof WY 2 in abe Faree oF ie 
Greek particle fe). That completes the Musine which the lieved 
Disciple had been constructing all through his writigs."" 

But for John in the Apocalypse, time Wau id Gaildd are tet 
only a. reality, they are also a syiahoi. Cturint ai Magy are sees 
in their all-embracing relation to recteemier saci, the Caaresi 
as the Body af Christ, the Clack as the fruit Mare’s woh, 

He to whom it was given ta see at the very enifse? vl Lid? ibprcueels Ja 
tic visions, the dazzling visign uf Cliriot in the tridst af Lie Charch 
(the lamp stands, ch. 1), which is the vision of the sirst phase ol 
Christ’s kingdom on earth, was atsa given tu sce in vhapter £2 the 
briliant vision of Mary and the Charci, the lace plitse of Clirtsts 
Kingdom on earth, the Church i which the Ideal nas heen reil- 
ized, the Church in which the supervattiral has tlussamed to per- 


fection. On that Church Satan vents his full fury for i is identified 
with the Woman whom he hates. But even the Heast, invested 


with all the power of hell, will never succeed tn destrouymg the 
Woran, for she is God's prodigy also in the litter times, aud che 


whole world will witness thet her 2ridegroomt is lanmiaiuuel, 


God:with-us. 


- With superb brevity, St. John bas set forth in this chapter a 


grand prophecy. He describes what God wants His Church to he; 


a double of Elis Mother.4? It is evident, thet, why the Cathohe 
Church has given such prominence te devotion to the Blessed 


43CF. T. Gallus, S.J. “Mulier. ecce His rts" ta Pare. Doon, 21 GIGS], 


289-07: J. Leal, S.J.. “Beata Virge Onwium Spiritualis Mater ex Ju. 19 :26- 


2" in Verb, Dem... 27 (1949), 65-73. 
46 It is characteristic of the Semitic mind ta develop its theme gradually, 


by frequently coming back to it, and only im the erick is Ww isan complete, 


See U. Holzmeister, S.J., “Steigernde Wiederholnugen in deu Schriften des 
ONT.” in Theol. Pr. Quartalsehr., 90 (1937), BE. 


4Tlt is not without interest te note that wherevet 4 hee. 12 Is used in the 


. ' .Ebirgy (in some £5 passages), the referee ts fo Mary and ta no ome else, 
. Pius XIT has made 4Apoe. 12:1 the introit tar the new Mass fortnula of the 
- Assumption. He does not take it preciscly a5 a direct scriptural argument 

_ for the As&umption (as can be seen fram the words of the encyclical given 
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Mother, There its mare than an externa’ miutivation maz, chee is 


Do a : aii inner, vital and necessary relation. 

ns 7 | For our tunes God has reserved the revelation imu liv th 
: er Blessed Mother, in which she reguests the consecration ol tue 
.. ar whole work, the entire Chuech and every member in thal Chive. 
| | to her Inanaculate [Teart. Our gloriously reigaitig Jinntitt bes ex: 


pressed dais wilt that this cattsecration be carried out me ever 
cunntry, diocese, parish, aud faaaly, Putoa crsnsecratian ps. oe 
| nierely the reciting of a formula; it inylies a remvdeling of few 
| and nunud and ideals, an idewtifvingg of ourselves with: the Vuther 
whe gave us Tife. The Blessed Alother lerseli, then, Ins stew 
the way how the prophecy of Appealepse £2 will be veahzed. she 
bersel is gradually proeparcag che Cdaurch for the Age nj Mary." 
Bernarn J. dai ees, SVT? 


Same Mary's Scminary 
Yechuy, Elineis 


im note 2. supra). Yet, the truth of aur Lady’s Assumption can well be con: 
. tainect th the picture of that perfect Woman, God's icteal for the rececmect 
| (12:1), whase destinies are so intimately bound up with those of her divine 
Son. Ct. J. B. Caroli, O.F-M. in his analysis of the encyclicai in AER, 125 
(19351}, 264. 
CE R. Knopp, S.B., “Apostolic Consecration to Mary” in AER, 122 
Tey ee (1950), 450 f.; J. O’Maloney, O.F.M. Cap., “Sign in the Heavens” in Orate 
ae BM Fraires, 25 (1951), 532-41. Sd 
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DECREE OF TILE CONGRISGACIUN OF SACRiWD RITES 
RESTORING THE SQUIS MN JAST# ROVOTES. 


Fram earltest times the Chiurel) wis worl tes valederate ci aeast 


solemn manner the vigil af aur lari’, Resmrrection, wick Sr Augus- 
tine calls “the mother of all holy vapiis 7! Tr ased to dae kept cb itig 
the nrghe hours preceditry Faster Semdiy. But ae. trie weak cap the 
celebration, for various reascus, wis ciutieipirter|---lirst ta tle esriv 
evening, then after midday, il finality in the raenings af bhely Sarur- 
day. Along with this other cleayres were iniradneed, oat without 
detriment ta the original svmibolisin af the vigil service. 

In our day, however, as we witness an ever growing resenrel ve the 
ancient liturgy, there is born a fiyely destre to have the Paschal vigil 


restored to its earlier grandeur, cspecisdly by returning to the original 
time of its observatice, mamely during dhe night preceding the Sunday 


of Resurrection. There is a special pastoral ceaseon in favor of such 
restoration—to encourage the attendance of the fatthfal. For Hoty 
Saturday is no longer a holiday as formerly, nnd thus trany of the 
faithful cannot be present at the sacred ceremomes when they take 
place in the morning. 

Prompted by these reasons, many Istshups, privsts, cal retigctans, 
as well ag a large number of the laity have petitronerd the Holy Sve ta 
aliow a return ta the ancient practice of keeping the Easter vigil 1 
the night hours between Holy Saturday anc Taster Sunday, Pius TI, 
the Supreme Pontiff, has received this request in a graciwms way, aul 


“awing to his ititerest and salicitude about a mater of such bupertince, 


has entrusted it to a special commussiot of experts in this hell, whe 


"in turn have subjected the whole business tw ditigent consideration and 


study. 

Finally, on the recommendation of the undersignesl Cirdinal Pro- 
prefect of the Congregation of Sacred Rites, His Flohness bas deigned 
to approve the tirections which follow. “Uhe bishap of a ctarese is 
granted the faculty for this year to cestore the celebration af the Paster 
vigil to the night hours, as hus prutlent jucginent wal dictate, and the 


faculty is in the nature of an experiment. “Cheretore, the bishops who 
“will avail themselves of this faculty are requeste| to make a report 


Sermo 219, APL, 38, GHB, 
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